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his wreath, a fillet twines round his brow, and falls
with his locks on each side of the neck.
"The gold-haired Dionysos."
The expression of his divine countenance is that
of tranquillity and sweetness, the upper and lower
eyelids are a little swelled, which gives softness
and a slight touch of dreamy voluptuousness to his
feminine countenance, whilst his lips are a little
apart, "as if a word was hovering there." His
form is purely abstract, therefore refined to the
utmost.
Besides the male models I employed a female
one also, so as to enter thoroughly into the spirit of
the Greek idea, that Apollo, Dionysos and Eros are
androgynous.
I have introduced a lyre at his feet, " The Muse-
leader," " dance-rouser "; for giving Bacchus a lyre,
I was called to account by three English gentlemen
of high education, saying that there were no statues
of that God represented with that instrument. I
confessed that I had never seen such a thing, but
still I had my authority, for Calistratus describes a
bronze figure of Bacchus by Praxiteles with a lyre,
and that bronze was coloured. People say truly,
we have done with the Gods, nor do we concern
ourselves about them any more; those subjects do
not interest or touch our feelings ; but I say we
sculptors have to do with those Gods in marble, for